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EHDS in a Nutshell – what is it about?

1. Primary use = use of data for the delivery of healthcare
• Improving patients’ access to their health data;
• Ensuring seamless exchanges for continuity of healthcare.

2. Secondary use = use of data for research and public interest 
purposes
• Making data available for research, policy-making etc. in a safe and secure 

way.

3. Requirements for electronic health record (EHR) systems
• Creating a single market for electronic health records systems, supporting 

both primary and secondary use.
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Primary Use

What’s in it for patients and health professionals?



• Strengthening patients’ rights on defined categories of their own data;

• Patient- and health professional-facing services to access data;

• Building on existing voluntary MyHealth@EU infrastructure, not touching upon national 
rules on provision of care / management of healthcare systems.

EHDS in a Nutshell – Primary Use



• Immediate and free of charge access to their own
electronic health data in the priority categories.

• Easy sharing of data with health professionals,
including cross-border.

• Possibility to add data, restrict access, see who
accessed data, ask for rectification of errors.

• Have access in the European electronic health record
exchange format, improving interoperability.

• Easy to use mechanisms for delegated access and
appointing proxies

• (dependent on Member State choice): possibility for a
full opt-out from exchanges using EHDS
infrastructures for primary use.
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Benefits for patients and health professionals

For patients

• Easier and quicker access to their patients’
data, including cross-border.

• European electronic health record
exchange format will facilitate data
sharing across systems by increasing
interoperability.

For health professionals



Group 1

• Patient summaries

• Electronic prescriptions

• Electronic dispensations

Group 2

• Medical imaging studies and related 
imaging reports

• Medical test results, including laboratory 
test and related reports

• Discharge reports
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Priority categories



Rights of natural persons in primary use 

Another portal 

or app

Health Data 

Access Service

(Portal or app)

Natural person

Access health data

Appoint an authorised 

person to access data

Download a copy of data

Request rectification

Provide a copy

of data

Set access restrictions

View who accessed their data

Opt-out from data sharing 

(where enabled by MS)

Insert information into EHR
Registration 

of data

Access to data

Access by treating health professionals 

through the health professional access 

service (via MyHealth@EU or national 

solutions), including emergency access



Interoperability – how?



European Electronic Health 
Record exchange Format
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Defining European Electronic Health Record 
exchange Format

• What: European Commission to lay down specifications for European Electronic Health 

Record Exchange Format (EEHRxF)

• When: Deadline for European Commission 26/03/2027 

• Background: see Commission Recommendation (EU) 2019/243 of 6 February 2019 on a 

European Electronic Health Record exchange format

• Groundwork by: Xt-EHR Joint Action (https://www.xt-ehr.eu/)

Article 15



Zooming in: 3 pillars of the Format

Harmonised datasets

• Containing electronic health data and defining structures, such as data fields and data 
groups for the representation of clinical content and other parts of the electronic health 
data

Coding systems and values

• To be used in datasets containing electronic health data

Technical interoperability specifications

• For the exchange of electronic health data, including its content representation, 
standards and profiles



Shorter version:

EEHRxF

The EEHRxF is a set of technical specifications, targeted at 

ensuring the interoperability of electronic health record 

systems.



Fundamental principles for the Format

o It is essential that the standards used in the EHDS implementation are freely 
accessible.

o Key implementation resources like validators and guides must remain open-source and 
accessible to the community to support widespread adoption and compliance and 
ensure transparency and openness.

o We invite Standard Development Organisations, Member States, and stakeholders to 
engage with the Commission on ensuring open access to standards and key resources.



Importance of the EEHRxF

art 7

• fulfilling the rights of national persons

• especially in regard to their right to data portability

art 23 
• cross-border sharing of health data in priority data categories in the EEHRxF

art 30

• manufacturers shall ensure that the EHRs are in conformity with essential requirements 
and common specifications

• including the interoperability component (Annex II)



Thank you

© European Union 2025

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of 

elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Fill in copyright information.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Folie 1: European Health Data Space
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10: EHDS in a Nutshell – what is it about?
	Folie 11: Primary Use
	Folie 12: EHDS in a Nutshell – Primary Use
	Folie 13: Benefits for patients and health professionals
	Folie 14: Priority categories
	Folie 15: Rights of natural persons in primary use 
	Folie 16: Interoperability – how?
	Folie 17: European Electronic Health Record exchange Format
	Folie 18: Defining European Electronic Health Record exchange Format
	Folie 19: Zooming in: 3 pillars of the Format
	Folie 20: EEHRxF
	Folie 21: Fundamental principles for the Format
	Folie 22: Importance of the EEHRxF
	Folie 23: Thank you

